
Comparing Ethical Approaches 
Across Disciplines

Daniel Olson
Criminal Justice Instructor

School of Public Affairs

DFEI Ethics Fellow

March 5, 2021 Ethics Roundtable
Learning from Others: Why it’s Worthwhile to Compare Ethical Approaches Across Disciplines

Presented by the Daniels Fund Ethics Initiative Collegiate Program at UCCS College of Business

This material was developed by Daniel Olson, J.D., and is intended for classroom discussion rather than to illustrate effective or ineffective handling of administrative, ethical, or legal 
decisions by management. No permission or compensation is needed for classroom use as long as it is acknowledged to be the creative work of the author and the UCCS Daniels Fund 
Ethics Initiative. For public action or electronic posting, please contact the UCCS Daniels Fund Ethic s Initiative Collegiate Program at UCCS College of Business at 1- 719-255-5168. (2021)



Ethics Roundtable (March 9, 4:30 – 6:30)

• Medical perspective

• Criminal justice perspective

• Business perspective

• Each speaker will share the 
ethical approaches common 
in their discipline

• Together, we will address 
three ethical dilemmas & 
see what happens!

• Informal panel; questions 
from the audience; Q & A



The Idea Itself

• My first semester here; last at USAFA

• That led me to thinking about all the 
different professions that the CJ 
community works with 
– Medical community
– Accountants & engineers
– Scientists and computer scientists
– Lawyers (prosecutors, judges, defense)
– Industry (businesses)



Medical Ethics

• Do no harm

• Do good

• Respect for 
patient autonomy

• Justice







Ethics in Business 
(Daniels Fund Principles)

• Integrity
– Act with honesty in all situations

• Trust
– Build trust in all stakeholder relationships

• Accountability
– Accept responsibility for all decisions

• Transparency
– Maintain open and truthful communications

• Fairness
– Engage in fair competition and create equitable and just relationships

• Respect
– Honor the rights, freedoms, views, and property of others

• Rule of law
– Comply with the spirit and intent of law and regulations

• Viability
– Create long-tern value for all relevant stakeholders



A Fave:  Prosecutors

• Model Rules of Professional Responsibility

• Rule 3.8:  Special Duties of Prosecutors
– Refrain from prosecuting a charge that the prosecutor 

knows is not supported by probable cause

– Make timely disclosure to the defense of all evidence 
or information known to the prosecutor that tends to 
negate the guilt of the accused or mitigates the 
offense



My Course is “Ethics in Criminal Justice.”  Yet I 
Find Myself Discussing Medical Ethics & DFEI 

Principles.  Why?

• Students love it, especially medical

• The classic CJ approaches sometimes don’t 
resonate

• One of the course objectives for ECJ is 
students’ developing their own code of ethics 
w/in legal & professional guidelines.  There 
more to draw from…



Plus, On the Practical Side

• Wouldn’t it be nice if our graduates (CJ 
professionals) understood a few other 
ethical approaches?

• This could build understanding and 
avoid escalation (viral vids)

• Can lead to collaboration and “third 
options”



So, My Idea is…
• Collect a few classic dilemmas to discuss across 

disciplines
– The Burglary & the Bullet
– The Tell-Tale Heart
– The Duty to Report

• March 9, 4:30-6:00. Perhaps you’ll join?

• Perhaps you might add a few interdisciplinary 
approaches to your courses?  Perhaps you have done 
so already?  Perhaps this isn’t so wise after all?

• Wrap Up: 
– Thank you!
– Questions & discussion time
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